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Dates to Remember
Thursday, February 8 

Board of Directors Meeting 
6:30 p.m. in the South Park  

High School Auditorium 

Monday, February 19 
No School for Students 

Act 80 Day 
(Possible Snow Makeup Day)

How would you like to play a video game using a Play-Doh game controller? Or would you 
want to play a song on a virtual piano that uses bananas as the keys? These are just a few of the 
hands-on activities that third grade students in Mrs. Casale’s technology class could do thanks to 
free classroom resources from the Center for Creativity’s STEAM Lending Library.

The STEAM Lending Library from the Allegheny Intermediate Unit offers Allegheny County 
teachers access to more than 1,000 pieces of equipment that support STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics). The Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation 
generously funds the Lending Library. Mrs. Casale attended a free professional development 
training which now allows her to borrow resources from the Lending Library in Homestead.

One of the resources Mrs. Casale borrowed was Makey Makey, an invention kit which allows 
users to turn any item into a touchpad. After learning how to use Makey Makey, third graders 
got creative and began creating touchpads out of just about anything they could find. Some 
students drew a touch pad on a piece of paper. Others used Play-Doh, bananas and gummy 
worms to control computer games and applications. The possibilities truly were endless!

Fundraisers
Visit the Panera at 5243 
Library Road in Bethel Park 
on Wednesday, February 28 
and support the South Park 
High School Drama Club. From 
4-8 p.m., Panera will donate a 
portion of the proceeds to the 
drama club when you present 
the flyer found here.

South Park Track will host its 
third annual mattress fundraiser 
on Saturday, March 10 in the 
high school cafeteria from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. You can save up to 
50% off retail prices. Financing is 
also available. 

The South Park Boys’ Soccer 
Boosters will hold its ninth 
annual comedy night on Friday, 
April 6 at the Library Fire Hall. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. The show 
starts at 8 p.m. The featured 
comedians are John Knight, 
Sean Collier, Mike Travers and 
Chuck Krieger. Tickets are $30 
and include a dinner buffet. 
Attendees must be at least 21 
years old. For tickets, call Renee 
at (412) 680-3938. 

Hands-On Learning
Free Resources Allow Students to Become Engineers

Students Advance to State SkillsUSA Competition

Congratulations to Erica Fitzgerald, Arianna Sanker and Matthew Blackburn who came in first 
place at the SkillsUSA district competition. Erica competed in the health knowledge bowl. 
Arianna participated in the photography contest. Matthew competed in the quiz bowl. All three 
students now advance to the state competition in April. Good luck!

South Park’s Jonathan Bastianini came in third place in the information technology services 
contest. Alyssa Scherer came in fourth place in the esthetics competition. Congratulations!

The students participated in the SkillsUSA competition through Steel Center.

http://sparksd.org
mailto:communications%40sparksd.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
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http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://sphs.sparksd.org/common/pages/UserFile.aspx?fileId=11707891


2018-2019 Kindergarten Registration
The 2018-2019 Kindergarten Registration for South Park Elementary Center has begun. In order for your child to be 
eligible for Kindergarten, the student must reach the age of five (5) before September 1, 2018.

The schedule for South Park’s registration is a step-by-step process that is fun and exciting for the students and 
informative for the parents.

Below you will see important dates and times. Please make sure you follow every step of the process to be properly 
registered. Please complete the pre-registration form before picking up a registration packet from South Park 
Elementary Center. The pre-registration online form can be found by clicking here. 

Registration packets will be available to pick up at South Park Elementary Center between the hours of 9:30 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

When you pick up your packet, you will be asked to register for our Student Readiness Screening. The dates of the 
screenings will be April 30 or May 1.  

In August (date to be determined), we will hold our annual Kindergarten Bus Orientation and Meet the 
Teacher Event. This is about a 1- to 2-hour event when every kindergartner who attends gets to visit with the 
kindergarten teachers and also ride a school bus around our community.

Your child must have received the following vaccinations before entering school. (All dosing and spacing requirements 
set forth by the PA Department of Health must be followed.)

• 4 doses of DTP (1 dose must be on or after the 4th birthday)
• 4 doses of the Polio vaccine (1 dose must be on or after the 4th birthday)
• 2 doses of MMR (1st dose must be after the 1st birthday)
• 3 doses of the Hepatitis B vaccine
• 2 doses of the Varicella Vaccine (1st dose must be after the 1st birthday) or a written statement from a physician 

indicating month and year of disease or serologic proof of immunity
• NEW THIS YEAR- Allegheny County Health Department Universal Blood Lead Level Testing: All students entering 

Kindergarten will be required to receive a blood lead level test. Each child shall be tested between 9 and 12 
months and again at approximately 24 months. If the child did not have his/her blood tested at those times, 
then the child is to have the test done as soon as possible but before entrance to Kindergarten.

All students entering school will also be required to have a physical and dental exam dated within one year of 
entering school. If you are going to the doctor prior to registration, you can find the medical forms to be completed 
for your child’s physical/dental exam here.

You will also need a birth certificate for registration.

Click here to visit the South Park Kindergarten registration page.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbYoppCW43h4jrFCcwGtRR2VPdPCUT1pnFw5Q6WgyUmF4bPg/viewform
http://sparksd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=150608&pageId=1471745
http://spec.sparksd.org/e_c_parents/kindergarten_registration
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High School Students 
Say Thank You for 

New Classroom 
Spaces

Ms. Sahady’s high school 
students made a breakfast on 
Friday, January 26 to thank 
those who played a part in 
the transformation of their 
classroom. The classroom now 
has a fully equipped kitchen, 
laundry area and bedroom. 

The students greeted the guests 
and presented them with a 
handmade thank you card.

South Park 
High School 

Students  
of the Month

Congratulations to the 
following students for being 
chosen by the School Wide 
Positive Behavior Team at 
South Park High School as 
Students of the Month.

Academics 
Hannah Thurston

 
Athletics 

Charlyn Blackburn
 

Creativity 
Cally Fleming 

Leadership 
Carly Cygrymus

 
Politeness 

David Repine
 

School Spirit 
Dan Sarver

Student Participates in District Chorus,  
Qualifies for Region Chorus

South Park junior Tess Marlin recently participated in the PMEA 
District 1 Chorus Festival which took place January 24-26 at East 
Allegheny High School. Tess made the ensemble by auditioning 
in November. She was selected from students from more than 50 
schools in Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, Washington and Westmoreland 
counties. The guest conductor was Dr. Franklin Gallo. The festival 
concluded with a Friday evening concert.

While at the festival, Tess auditioned and qualified to move on to the 
Region Chorus in the Alto 1 section. The region chorus festival will 
take place at Butler Area Intermediate High School from February 28 
through March 2. There, she will have the opportunity to audition for 
the state festival. Congratulations and good luck, Tess!

Seventh Graders Design, Construct  
and Test Egg Vehicles

Seventh grade students in Ms. Falk’s science class spent the week applying their knowledge of 
momentum, energy and Newton’s Law of Motion by designing, building and testing egg cars. 
The goal was to build a paper car that was able to roll down a ramp and crash into a wall while 
protecting the passenger (a raw egg). 

Everyone Loves a Snow Day!

There was a snow day on January 31 in 
first grade. Students did a lot of learning 
in the snow outside school. They 
practiced writing their spelling words in 
the snow and then made them appear 
with a special spray. They also worked 
in groups to see who could build the 
tallest snow tower. PTO volunteers also 
helped the students make snowmen 
s’mores! 
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Eighth Graders Complete STEM ChallengeSPHS Junior 
Informational 

Forum 
Scheduled for  

February 20
Current South Park High 
School juniors and their 
parents are invited to attend 
“Preparing for Life after High 
School,” an informational 
forum presented by the 
South Park High School 
guidance office. The forum 
will be held in the South 
Park High School auditorium 
on Tuesday, February 20 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The discussion will include 
SAT/ACT testing, educational 
and career options, post-
secondary planning, a 
post-secondary timeline 
of events, the application 
process for college and 
trade schools, admissions, 
types of financial aid and the 
distribution of transcripts.

South Park High School 
guidance counselors, Ms. 
Chicora-Lewis and Ms. Jones, 
will be joined by a number 
of guest speakers.

We hope you can attend this 
informational and valuable 
forum.

Please RSVP by Friday, 
February 16 by calling the 
SPHS Guidance Office or 
by emailing stacie.klocek@
sparksd.org.

If you have any questions, 
please contact the South 
Park High School guidance 
office.

Eighth graders in Mrs. Banaszewski’s science classes went 
fishing last month as part of a STEM challenge. The students 
worked in teams to create a net that had the least amount 
of bycatch. Students used the technological design process 
to build several prototypes of their net. They were given a 
budget to obtain supplies like cups, coffee filters, popsicle 
sticks, paper plates, aluminum foil, masking tape, scissors 
and pipe cleaners. 

After building and testing the nets, the students reflected on the changes they made to their net 
throughout the challenge and the constraints they faced in meeting the goal.

Band Students Perform in Chamber Groups

Students in Mrs. Barbone’s concert band class recently performed in chamber groups for their 
fellow classmates. 

South Park Students Recognized at Steel Center
South Park’s Kaitlyn Weiss has been recognized as the Steel Center student of the month 
for January. The student of the month award recognizes outstanding achievement and an 
unwavering commitment to career and technical education. 

Joe Christman (electrical construction) and Kaitlyn Weiss (cosmetology) recently received the 
Top of the Shop award from Steel Center for Career and Technical Education.

South Park Preschool Survey
Extended Day Services, in cooperation with the AIU and the South Park School District, is 
conducting an anonymous survey to determine community interest in Pre-K Counts at South 
Park Elementary Center.  Pre-K Counts is a high-quality, tuition free preschool program for 3- and 
4-year-old children. 

Please click here to access the survey.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T9RQB6Y
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the  
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

and the Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

Students Get Ready to Race Battery Cars
Mrs. Ruscitto’s students are preparing their battery-powered 
model cars for the annual race. The race is organized into two 
events. One race is for students in sixth grade. A separate 
race is for students in seventh and eighth grades. Several 
local schools compete every year in the battery car race at 
Duquesne University. 

Life of Pi Classroom Lesson
High school students in Mrs. Peterson’s English classes have been 
reading Life of Pi. In the novel, Pi Patel finds himself alone on a  
lifeboat with a tiger. In a recent lesson, students examined their own 
survival skills by imagining themselves as castaways. The students 
searched around the school for items that could be useful if they were 
stranded at sea. 

After locating the items, the students listed them and explained their rationale for choosing 
them. The class voted on which group selected the most appropriate items.

Student Headed to State Free Throw Competition
Seventh grader Matt Kosslow has advanced to the ELKS Hoop Shoot 
state finals! 

Matt has made it past the first three rounds and now will get ready for 
the finals at Penn State. 

Congratulations and good luck, Matt!

First Graders Read Favorite Stories  
on Folktale Day

Friday, January 26 was Folktale 
Day in first grade. Students got to 
listen to several of their favorite 
stories. And many students even 
dressed up like some of their 
favorite folktale characters. 


